Beauregard Parish
Economic Development Profile

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CONTACTS
Louisiana Economic Development
Southwest Louisiana Economic Development Alliance
Greater Beauregard Chamber of Commerce
City of DeRidder
Click each for more information

Who we are
Travel the four-lane U.S. 171 north from Lake Charles and mile-after-mile, the landscape will unravel
into what can best be described as “God’s Country.”
Beauregard Parish has sprawling pine forests and abundant natural resources. For many years,
“Beautiful, Bountiful, Beauregard” was the slogan used by parish officials to lure business investors
and visitors alike. Today, this can still be applied.
Our best natural resource, however, is our people. Our heritage traces back to the timber and sawmill
industries that were powered by hard-working individuals who carved a way of life out of rugged West
Central Louisiana.
Today, our people are still hard-working and they love calling Beauregard Parish home because of the
sense of “community” they find here. Indeed, “community” is what we do best. We are hospitable,
patriotic and we frequently pull together to help our own.
The area has also been home to Fort Polk, a U.S. Army installation, since 1941. Countless soldiers and
their families have called DeRidder home for eight decades. Some choose to remain here at the
conclusion of their military service — and this is the ultimate compliment to Beauregard Parish.

Take a closer look
An invitation from DeRidder Mayor Misty Clanton:
Beauregard Parish is home to such industries as
paper, plastics and chemical production as well
as insurance providers. It is a transportation link
between air and ground, intersected by major
U.S. Highways 171 and 190. Beauregard Regional
Airport boasts a 5,495-foot runway and the
largest land area in the state.
If you are interested in locating your business to
our community, I invite you to visit with me at
DeRidder City Hall.
I would like to answer your questions personally
and give you a tour of our beautiful city.
Feel free to reach out to me at 337-462-8900 or
by e-mail at mclanton@cityofderidder.org.

Parish Information and Links
Click for more detailed Census data
POPULATION - 37,497 (July 1, 2019)
Population Census 2016 - 37,610
Population Census 2010 - 35,654
HOUSEHOLDS - 13,219 (2014-2018)
MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME
$50,738 (2014-2018)
PER CAPITA INCOME
$26,075 (2018 dollars)
EMPLOYED 16+ - 53.7 percent
White collar - 51.7 percent
Blue collar - 31.8 percent
Other services - 16.6 percent
CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE/
EMPLOYMENT (June 2020)
Parish - 13,990/12,918
SWLA region - 138,534/125,049
Louisiana - 2, 021,602/1,809,979
UNEMPLOYMENT (June 2020)
Parish - 1,072/7.7 percent
SWLA region - 13,485/9.7 percent
Louisiana - 211,623/10.5 percent
EDUCATION (within 100 miles)
Colleges and Universities
McNeese State University
University of Louisiana at Lafayette
Sowela Technical College
Upper Iowa University
Northwestern State University
CLTCC

EDUCATION LEVEL
High school graduate or higher 84.7 percent
Bachelor’s degree or higher 17.5 percent
(Percent of persons age 25 or older,
2018)
GOVERNMENT
Parish: Beauregard Parish Police Jury
Parish seat: DeRidder
Municipalities: DeRidder and Merryville
TAXES
State sales/use tax - 5 percent
Parish sales tax - 4.75 percent
QUALITY OF LIFE
Average temps (January, 58; July, 91;
Annually, 68)
Cost of living (COLI)
Annual Average Data Composition
Index - 81.7 (U.S. Average: 100)
Recreation
Biking, boating, camping, fishing, golf,
hunting, swimming, tennis and more.
MAJOR EMPLOYERS
Beauregard Parish School Board
(500-999 employees)
Wal-Mart (500-999 employees)
Packaging Corporation of America
(500-999 employees)

Major Employers continued…
Amerisafe (250-499 employees)
Beauregard Health System (250-499
employees)
Ingevity Corporation (100-249
employees)
BECi - (100-249 employees)
Ampacet Corporation (100-249
employees)
WAGES
Average regional weekly wage - $1,037
Average parish weekly wage - $846
Average Wages: $21.15 per hour;
$43,992 per year
MARKET ACCESS HIGHWAYS
U.S. 171 and 190
Louisiana Highways 26 and 27
FREIGHT RAIL
Timber Rock
Kansas City Southern
Union Pacific
NAVIGABLE WATERWAYS/
PORTS
Port of Lake Charles* (40 foot draft)
Port of Vinton (12 foot draft)
*Foreign Trade Zone
AIRPORTS
Lake Charles Regional (Charter,
commercial and freight)
Beauregard Regional Airport (Local)

AVERAGE EMPLOYMENT BY MAJOR INDUSTRY DIVISIONS
Ag, Forestry, Fishing, Hunting and Mining (Parish, 330; Region, 788)
Construction (Parish, 450; Region, 24,035)
Manufacturing (Parish, 917; Region, 13,265)
Wholesale Trade (Parish, 77; Region, 3,040)
Retail Trade (Parish, 1,187; Region, 16,485)
Trans/Warehouse and Utilities (Parish, 187; Region, 4,590)
Information (Parish, 44; Region, 1,124)
Finance/Insurance, Real Estate (Parish, 544; Region, 4,854)
Prof./Technical Services/Mgmt. and Administrative (Parish, 289; Region,
7,254)
Educational Services, Healthcare (Parish, 1,417; Region,33,076)
Arts, Entertainment, Recreation, Accommodations and Food (Parish, 728;
Region, 20,103)
Other Service (Except Public Administration) (Parish, 204; Region, 2,714)
Public Administration (Parish, 368; Region, 8,084)

Region includes Allen, Beauregard, Calcasieu, Cameron,
Jeff Davis and Vernon
Data courtesy Louisiana Workforce Commission
Beauregard Parish is a certified Work Ready Community.

FORT POLK IMPACT
A 2018 Louisiana Economic Development
study found that military spending in
Louisiana accounts for $7.7 billion in annual
economic output. Fort Polk was responsible
for an estimated $1.6 billion of that total. Fort
Polk accounts for more than 14,000 state jobs
and $760 million in payroll. Thousands of
soldiers come from all across the United
States and overseas monthly to train at the
Joint Readiness Training Center.

Incentives
ANGEL INVESTOR TAX CREDIT: Provides a tax
credit of up to 25% for individual investors when they
invest in early stage, wealth-creating businesses.
DIGITAL INTERACTIVE MEDIA AND SOFTWARE
DEVELOPMENT INCENTIVE: Provides a 25% tax
credit for Louisiana resident labor expenditures and an
18% refundable tax credit on qualified production
expenditures.

MUSICAL AND THEATRICAL PRODUCTION TAX
INCENTIVE: Provides a tax credit of up to 18% on
qualified production or infrastructure development
expenditures; additional 7% tax credits available for
payroll to Louisiana residents.
MUSICAL JOB CREATION PROGRAM: Provides up
to 15% tax credit for each new job for Louisiana residents.

ENTERPRISE ZONE PROGRAM: Provides a onetime $3,500 or $1,000 tax credit per certified new job,
and either a tax rebate on qualifying expenses or an
investment tax credit equal to 1.5% of capital
expenditures, excluding tax-exempted items.

QUALITY JOBS: Provides a 6% rebate on annual
payroll expenses for up to 10 years, and either a tax rebate
on capital expenditures or an investment tax credit equal
to 1.5% of qualifying expenses.

ENTERTAINMENT JOB CREATION PROGRAM:
Provides up to 20% tax credit for each new job by
approved entertainment companies.

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT TAX CREDIT:
Provides up to 30% tax credit for Louisiana businesses
(based on employment) that conduct research and
development activities in Louisiana.

INDUSTRIAL TAX EXEMPTION: Provides an 80%
property tax abatement for up to 10 years on
manufacturer's qualifying capital investments.
LED FASTSTART: Provides workforce recruitment,
screening and training to eligible new and expanding
Louisiana companies at no cost.
MOTION PICTURE INVESTOR TAX CREDIT:
Provides a tax credit of 40% on qualified production
expenditures.

RESTORATION TAX ABATEMENT: Provides an upto 10-year abatement of property taxes (ad valorem) on
renovations and improvements of existing commercial
structures and owner-occupied residences located within
economic development districts, downtown development
districts, historic districts, and opportunity zones.
SOUND RECORDING INVESTOR TAX CREDIT:
Provides an 18% tax credit on qualified expenditures for
sound recording productions.

For Small Businesses
ECONOMIC GARDENING INITIATIVE: Provides
Louisiana-based small businesses with accelerated
technical assistance and research from an experienced
national economic gardening team.
LOUISIANA VETERANS FIRST BUSINESS
INITIATIVE: The program will allow for veterans,
active-duty or reserve military, or Gold Star spouses who
have a 51 percent ownership in a business to apply for
and gain certification to recognize and promote their
businesses. In addition, the program will create a
searchable database for anyone seeking to patronize a
veteran, active-duty or reserve military, or Gold Star
spouse business.

SMALL BUSINESS LOAN PROGRAM: Provides up
to 75% of loan guarantees to facilitate capital
accessibility.
VETERAN INITIATIVE: Provides veteran-owned and
disabled, service-oriented, small businesses with greater
potential for access to state procurement and public
contract opportunities.

